
Investing in habitat restoration to bring back  
Puget Sound’s dynamic, natural systems— 
for salmon, people, and community
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PSAR is an effective investment.
 þ PSAR-funded projects make 
efficient use of public money.

To be eligible for funding, proposed projects must first 

advance through a series of rigorous, science-driven 

reviews. The reviews occur at the local, regional, and state 

levels and ensure that all PSAR projects align with the 

Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan, as well as with the 

Puget Sound Partnership’s ecosystem recovery targets, 

listed in the Action Agenda.

Because the projects are thoroughly reviewed, their benefit 

to improved salmon habitat in Puget Sound is significant. 

Since 2007, when the Legislature initiated the PSAR 

fund, more than 300 critical habitat projects have been 

completed. PSAR projects are developed with the input 

and review of scientists and environmental planners, who 

use monitoring data collected from key habitat indicators to 

inform project selection and completion.

 þ PSAR-funded projects restore 
critical habitat and salmon 
populations to Puget Sound.

Every $1 million invested in PSAR restoration projects  
means at least an average of 

17 jobs and over $3 million in economic activity. 
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PSAR projects funded in the 2013-15 biennium are restoring and protecting:   

2,024 estuary and nearshore acres, 1,682 floodplain acres, and 

 189 river and stream miles.

To learn more about PSAR visit: www.psp.wa.gov

 þ PSAR-funded projects benefit 
local communities.

PSAR projects are locally vetted and locally supported, 

endorsed by citizens, cities, counties, tribes, non-profit 

organizations, and government agencies.  The projects 

evolve from hours of volunteer effort in planning and 

labor. The result: significant community pride—and 

investment—in habitat restoration. Community benefits 

don’t stop there. The projects also generate local jobs, 

improve public access to Puget Sound, and reduce the 

risk of floods and damage to private property.



“A healthy Puget Sound is critical to our salmon, economy and 
way of life. PSAR grants help restore the damaged shorelines 
and rivers that salmon rely on, and create jobs immediately. 
In the long run, that’s going to help all the people that rely on 
salmon for their livelihoods and the rest of us who enjoy Puget 
Sound.”  
 —Governor Jay Inslee

To learn more about PSAR visit: www.psp.wa.gov
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