2020 Policy Priorities
The Washington Association of Land Trusts connects and leverages the work
of its 29 members organizations to advance policies and programs that
protect and restore the lands that sustain us. Our priorities are:
Patrick Downs / North Olympic Land Trust

Community forestry
Washington's iconic and productive forests are a critical piece of our natural
resource economy, and have never been more at-risk. Community forests can
help to sustain this land base, while providing important economic, ecological,
and cultural benefits to communities through sustained local engagement and
active forest management. We need a fair and transparent mechanism to fund
community forests with independent agency oversight.

Enhanced funding and standards for shorelands
Shorelands are complex, biodiverse ecosystems that drive our regional economy,
provide important cultural and recreational opportunities, and support food
webs that sustain our threatened Chinook and endangered Southern Resident
Orca. To support our streams and shorelands, we need an immediate increase in
funding to fully implement existing salmon recovery plans, and examination of
the potential for a “net ecological gain” standard for Puget Sound land use.

Natural climate solutions policy
Washington's lands and waters play a critical role in mitigating the impacts of
climate change through services like flood control and wildfire prevention.
Protection, restoration, and management of natural systems nationally has the
collective potential to sequester up to 21% of the United States’ annual carbon
footprint. For a resilient future, we need bi-partisan solutions that support
carbon sequestration in our state’s forests, farmlands, and wetlands, as well as
targeted investments in green infrastructure for at-risk communities.

Agricultural protection capacity
Many of Washington’s most iconic and productive agricultural landscapes are at a
high risk of conversion from increasing land values and demographic change.
However, millions in federal funding for critical farmland protection work is at risk
from a combination of capacity gaps and lack of state funding. We need state
matching support for agricultural conservation projects in the 2020 supplemental
budget, as well as long-term solutions to speed project implementation and
unlock new financing strategies to keep producers on the land.

Payment-in-lieu-of taxes (PILT) on game lands

SB 6365
HB 2559

Washington’s public game lands are vital for supporting our state’s iconic fish
and wildlife species, now and for future generations. However, it is critical that
the Department of Fish and Wildlife is able to fully fund counties to compensate
for the loss of revenue associated with land acquired for habitat protection. We
support ongoing efforts to create a streamlined budgeting process and unified
payment rate for all counties so that the agency can meet its PILT obligations.

Forest health and wildfire prevention

SB 5996
HB 2413

Due to climate and land use change, Washington’s wildfires are larger, more
common and harder to stop. These fires have huge negative consequences on
our health and well-being, and are economically devastating to frontline rural
communities. We need strong, targeted investments in forest health, wildfire
preparedness, and fire-fighting capacity to the places it is needed most, while
minimizing the direct costs of these important efforts to Washingtonians.
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